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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 

1. The drawings are objected to because in Figure 1 the MFP is not labeled 1 as 
described in the specification. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1 . 1 21 (d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary 
to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after 
the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S 
Patent No. 6,504,621 to Salgado in view of Japanese Patent Document No. 1 1-041429 
to Mishima as cited in the Information Disclosure Statement dated 10/28/05. Reference 1 
will be made to a machine translation that is being furnished with this Office Action. 

Regarding claim 1, Salgado discloses a data processing apparatus, comprising: 
an image reader for reading an original (see Fig. 1 and column 6 lines 6-12), a receiver 
capable of receiving an external job transmitted from an outside (see Figs. 1 , 2, and 6- 
10 and column 6 lines 39-50), a transmitter capable of transmitting image data of the 
original read by said image reader as a scanning job to an outside (see column 6 lines 
38-43), a print device for printing data of the external job received by said receiver (see 
Fig. 1 and column 6 lines 17-21), one or a plurality of compressing/expanding devices 
for compressing the image data of the scanning job or the data of the external job and 
expanding the compressed data (see column 8 lines 45-49), an operation device for 
instructing an activation of the scanning job in accordance with an operation of a user 
(see Fig. 7, column 6 lines 6-7, and column 10 line 45-column 11 line 6), and a 
controller that discriminates whether an activation instruction of the scanning job is 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/730, 1 1 0 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2625 

made by said operation device or from an outside in cases where a request for 
processing the image data of the scanning job is made when the data of the external job 
is being processed, and controls execution of the external job and the scanning job 
depending on the discrimination result (see Figs. 8-10, column 10 line 45-column 11 line 
6, column 11 lines 16-20, 29-31, and 40-42, column 13 lines 54-60, column 14 lines 47- 
53, column 15 lines 64-67, column 16 lines 6-16 and 50-51, column 16 line 61 -column 
1 7 line 6, and column 1 7 lines 22-41 ). 

Salgado does not disclose expressly a controller that discriminates whether an 
activation instruction of the scanning job is made by said operation device or from an 
outside in cases where a request for processing the image data of the scanning job by 
said one or a plurality of compressing/expanding devices is made when the data of the 
external job is being compressed or expanded by said one or a plurality of 
compressing/expanding devices , and controls execution of the external job and the 
scanning job by said one or a plurality of compressing/expanding devices depending on 
the discrimination result. 

Mishima discloses a transmitter capable of transmitting image data of the original 
read by said image reader as a scanning job to an outside (see paragraph 18), a 
plurality of compressing/expanding devices for compressing the image data of the 
scanning job or the data of the external job and expanding the compressed data (see 
paragraphs 2, 7-9, 11-19, 35-36, and 45-46), and a controller that discriminates whether 
an activation instruction of the scanning job is made by said operation device or from an 
outside in cases where a request for processing the image data of the scanning job by 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/730, 1 1 0 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2625 

said one or a plurality of compressing/expanding devices is made when the data of the 
external job is being compressed or expanded by said one or a plurality of 
compressing/expanding devices, and controls execution of the external job and the 
scanning job by said one or a plurality of compressing/expanding devices depending on 
the discrimination result (see paragraphs 11,15, and 35-36). 

Regarding claim 6, Salgado discloses a data processing method, comprising the 
steps of: reading an original by an image reader (see Fig. 1 and column 6 lines 6-12), 
receiving an external job transmitted from an outside (see Figs. 1 , 2, and 6-10 and 
column 6 lines 39-50), transmitting image data of the original read by the image reader 
to an outside as a scanning job (see column 6 lines 38-43), printing received data of the. 
external job (see Fig. 1 and column 6 lines 17-21), and discriminating whether an 
activation instruction of the scanning job is made by an operation device of its apparatus 
or from an outside when a request for processing data of the scanning job by one or a 
plurality of compressing/expanding devices when the data of the external job is currently 
being compressed or expanded by one or a plurality of compressing/expanding devices, 
and controls the execution of the external job and that of the scanning job by one or 
plurality of compressing/expanding devices depending on the discrimination result (see 
Figs. 8-10, column 10 line 45-column 11 line 6, column 11 lines 16-20, 29-31, and 40- 
42, column 13 lines 54-60, column 14 lines 47-53, column 15 lines 64-67, column 16 
lines 6-16 and 50-51, column 16 line 61-column 17 line 6, and column 17 lines 22-41). 

Salgado does not disclose expressly discriminating whether an activation 
instruction of the scanning job is made by an operation device or from an outside when 
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a request for processing data of the scanning job bv one or a plurality of 
compressing/expanding devices when the data of the external job is currently being 
compressed or expanded bv one or a plurality of compressing/expanding devices , and 
controls execution of the external job and that of the scanning job bv one or a plurality of 
compressing/expanding devices depending on the discrimination result. 

Mishima discloses transmitting image data of the original read by the image 
reader to an outside as a scanning job (see paragraph 1 8), a plurality of 
compressing/expanding devices for compressing the image data and expanding the 
compressed data (see paragraphs 2, 7-9, 11-19, 35-36, and 45-46), discriminating 
whether an activation instruction of the scanning job is made by an operation device or 
from an outside when a request for processing data of the scanning job bv one or a 
plurality of compressing/expanding devices when the data of the external job is currently 
being compressed or expanded bv one or a plurality of compressing/expanding devices , 
and controls execution of the external job and that of the scanning job bv one or a 
plurality of compressing/expanding devices depending on the discrimination result (see 
paragraphs 11,15, and 35-36). 

Regarding claim 11, Salgado discloses a data processing apparatus, comprising: 
an image reader for reading an original (see Fig. 1 and column 6 lines 6-12), a receiver 
capable of receiving an external job transmitted from an outside (see Figs. 1 , 2, and 6- 
10 and column 6 lines 39-50), a transmitter capable of transmitting an image data of the 
original read by said image reader as a scanning job to an outside (see column 6 lines 
38-43), a compressing/expanding device for compressing data and expanding the 
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compressed data (see column 8 lines 45-49), an operation device for instructing an 
activation of the scanning job in accordance with an operation of a user (see Fig. 7, 
column 6 lines 6-7, and column 10 line 45-column 1 1 line 6), and a controller that 
discriminates whether the activation instruction of the scanning job is made by said 
operation device or from an outside in cases where a request for processing the image 
data of the scanning job by said compressing/expanding device is made when data of 
the external job is currently being compressed or expanded by said 
compressing/expanding device, and controls execution of the external job and that of 
the scanning job by said compressing/expanding device depending on the 
discrimination result (see Figs. 8-10, column 10 line 45-column 11 line 6, column 11 
lines 16-20, 29-31, and 40-42, column 13 lines 54-60, column 14 lines 47-53, column 15 
lines 64-67, column 16 lines 6-1 6 and 50-51, column 16 line 61 -column 17 line 6, and 
column 17 lines 22-41). 

Salgado does not disclose expressly a controller that discriminates whether the 
activation instruction of the scanning job is made by said operation device or from an 
outside in cases where a request for processing the image data of the scanning job by 
said compressing/expanding device is made when the data of the external job is 
currently being compressed or expanded by said compressing/expanding device , and 
controls execution of the external job and the scanning job by said 
compressing/expanding device depending on the discrimination result. 

Mishima discloses a transmitter capable of transmitting an image data of the 
original read by said image reader as a scanning job to an outside (see paragraph 18), 
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a compressing/expanding device for compressing data and expanding the compressed 
data (see paragraphs 2, 7-9, 11-19, 35-36, and 45-46), and a controller that 
discriminates whether the activation instruction of the scanning job is made by said 
operation device or from an outside in cases where a request for processing the image 
data of the scanning job by said compressing/expanding device is made when data of 
the external job is currently being compressed or expanded by said 
compressing/expanding device, and controls execution of the external job and that of 
the scanning job by said compressing/expanding device depending on the 
discrimination result (see paragraphs 11, 15, and 35-36). 

Salgado & Mishima are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, efficient processing of image data in a faster and more cost-effective manner. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the use of plural compressing/expanding devices to process 
image data parallely and adjusting image data routing to the compressing/expanding 
devices depending on the type of image process being performed, as described by 
Mishima, with the system of Salgado. 

Salgado acknowledges that compression/decompression of image data is 
necessary in the processing of image data (see column 8 lines 45-49) and it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that in executing the invention set forth by 
Salgado that adjustments to the manner in which the compressing/decompressing 
devices operate are needed to successfully perform the interruption processing of 
image data, such as walk-up jobs like scanning/copying. Mishima presents a method 
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for such compression/decompression adjustments based on the image processing 
being performed. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Mishima with Salgado to 
obtain the invention as specified in claims 1 , 6, and 11. 

Regarding claims 2, 7, and 12, Mishima further discloses wherein said controller 
makes said one or plurality of compressing/expanding devices execute processing of 
the external job and that of the scanning job in parallel when it is discriminated that the 
activation instruction of the scanning job is made by said operation device (see 
paragraphs 11,15, and 35-36). 

Regarding claims 3, 8, and 13, Mishima further discloses wherein said controller 
makes said one or plurality of compressing/expanding devices execute the processing 
of the external job and that of the scanning job in parallel by switching the processing of 
the external job and that of the scanning job in turn (see paragraphs 11, 15, and 35-36). 

Regarding claims 4, 9, and 14, Mishima further discloses wherein said controller 
assigns at least one of said plurality of compressing/expanding devices to the 
processing of the external job and that of the scanning job, respectively, to thereby 
execute these processing in parallel (see paragraphs 1 1 , 15, and 35-36). 

Regarding claims 5, 10, and 15, Mishima further discloses wherein said controller 
makes said one or plurality of compressing/expanding devices execute the processing 
of the scanning job after a completion of the processing of the external job when it is 
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discriminated that the activation instruction of the scanning job is made from an outside 
(see paragraphs 11,15, and 35-36). 

Regarding claim 16, Salgado further discloses a print device for printing the data 
of the external job received by said receiver (see Fig. 1 and column 6 lines 17-21 ). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark R. Milia whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7408. The examiner can normally be reached M-F 8:00am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler M. Lamb can be reached at (571 ) 272-7406. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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